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seemed to them the triumph of the Russian people over despotism and
they drew from it inspiration in their own struggle for political freedom.
Gandhi's civil disobedience movement had awakened political conscious-
ness at the time and educated Indians were in the proper mood at least to
receive the Marxist literature which the Communists had begun to send
into India.
The mind of a young Indian student, Dange, was fired by Communist
ideals and strangely enough he secured the backing of a wealthy Bombay
industrialist for the dissemination of Communist literature. Emissaries
were sent to India from Moscow, Tashkent and Britain, and though
most of them were intercepted and sent back by the extremely efficient
British Intelligence Service in India, a few got through and by 1922
five small groups of Communists had been formed in the big cities of
India. Roy at this time lived mainly in Berlin, where he published the
Vanguard^ which was regularly smuggled into India in spite of the vigi-
lance of the authorities. In issue after issue of that journal he maintained
that the Indian National Congress was moribund, that the Communists
should therefore form an opposition bloc in Congress to capture the
support of liberal-minded Congressmen, but that they should have no
truck with Gandhi or other believers in non-violence. In the economic
sphere Roy advocated .the abolition of landlords and the nationalization
of utilities.
It was natural that Roy, with his Bengal terrorist background, should
regard non-violence as meaningless, but it was in keeping with general
Communist tactics that in 1923 he advocated two parallel movements. A
Workers' and Peasants' Party, strictly legal in character, was to work in
alliance with the Nationalists, while a Communist Party, which would be
the 'illegal apparatus of the legal mass party', would pursue its own
course. This latter party rapidly drew to itself important sections of the
Bengal terrorists.
Roy was much disliked in India and had a number of Communist
rivals. In 1924 one group of them established a legal Communist Party,
which claimed not to be connected with the Comintern. Roy was
extremely annoyed at this poaching on his preserves but the new group
was of value when the Cawnpore Conspiracy case and the tightening of
the censorship, crippled the underground Communist movement.
The Comintern were not happy about the Roy leadership of the Indian
Communists, and it was perhaps partly for this reason that in the Fifth
Comintern Congress in 1924, they laid it down that the Communist
parties in colonial territories must have close links with the parties in the